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of his intention to test his right to remain in the country under the
Immigrants' Restriction Act.
Sorabji went to Johannesburg and informed the police superin-
tendent about his arrival. After ten days he received a summons to
appear before the court on July 8. Gandhi defended Sorabji and
asked for his discharge on the ground that the summons were
defective. He contended that Sorabji was not a prohibited immi-
grant under the Immigrants' Restriction Act as he had shown that
he had sufficient means and educational attainments. The court
upheld Gandhi's contention and discharged Sorabji who, however,
was immediately told to appear before the court on July 10. The
magistrate ordered Sorabji to leave the Transvaal within seven
days but Sorabji refused to comply saying that he did not intend
to quit. On July 20 the magistrate sentenced him to one month's
imprisonment with hard labour.
Gandhi told the Transvaal Government that "if the Asiatic Act is
not repealed in terms of the settlement, and if Government's decision
to that effect is not communicated before a specific date, the certificates
collected by the Indians will be burnt, and we shall humbly take the
consequences." The Indian leaders requested the Registrar of Asiatics
that their applications for voluntary registration should be returned
as, owing to the breach of the agreement, they wanted to withdraw
them. As the documents were not returned, suits were filed in the
Supreme Gourt. But the court decided that the Asiatics had no right
to recall voluntary registration applications.
Gandhi advised his countrymen publicly to burn the registration
certificates. But before taking this extreme step it was decided to keep
the door open for compromise and at the same time to communicate
to the Government the intensity of Indian feeling. With this object
in view, Indian leaders started to trade as hawkers without licences.
About one hundred Indians were arrested, tried, fined, and on their
refusal to pay fine, imprisoned. When the Transvaal Government
found it inconvenient to send to prison hundreds of passive resisters,
they gave no option of imprisonment to the Indians, whose goods
were sold and their fines recovered. Some of the poor hawkers were
deported to India but Gandhi arranged help and agitation for them
through G. A. Natesan of Madras.
Gandhi, in a letter addressed to General Smuts on July ai, com-
plained that while many of the rank and file of the passive resisters